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It is not possible to reconcile Lieutenant Sutherland's
sworn testimony before the court of inquiry, in 1901, upon
the subject of this message he delivered in May, 1898, with
this sworn testimony of Marix, whose official record sustains
his memory.

The following morning (May 20th) the smoke of two vessels
was seen ahead, and later proved to be from the Cincinnati and
Vesuvius, cruising to the north of Cape Antonio, watching the
Yucatan Channel. These vessels were reached about 10 A. M.,
when Captain Chester of the Cincinnati came on board to ascer-
tain the news of all that was going on. During his stay, all the
information in his possession about the ports on the south side
was discussed, though his information was found to have been
derived mainly from the published charts. Chester expressed
a wish to accompany the Flying Squadron to Cienfuegos, but,
as his vessel did not belong to that squadron, the commander
could not interfere with the arrangement Admiral Sampson had
made of the ships of Ms own squadron. Other matters, referring
mainly to coaling his ship from a collier expected to pass, and
the feasibility of coaling ship at sea on the south side, were
talked over, but Chester knew no more about the latter than
did the commander of the Plying Squadron.

This interview over, the Flying Squadron proceeded on to
Cienfuegos and arrived at a point ten to twelve miles from the
entrance about midnight of the 21st of May. As the land back
of the coast was high about Cienfuegos, it was not easy to make
out the coast line, and the squadron was stopped until daylight
with the Scorpion on picket. At daylight on the 22d position
was taken off Cienfuegos, near the entrance, and the port was
thus blockaded.

While the Brooklyn was approaching Cienfuegos on the af-
ternoon of May 21st a number of guns were heard apparently
with the cadence of a salute. There was no manner of doubt
whatever of this fact, as the commander of the Flying Squadron
was on the bridge at the time.

During the interview with Admiral Sampson on May 18th,
before leaving Key West, there was no mention made of the fact
that on May 16th, at 12.30 A. M., as his squadron was return-
ing from the fruitless bombardment of San. Juan, the torpedo-this day unknown,se of a few days off the
